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d/'ago and is the garment of magic characters such as Bhima,

Twalen, and Merdah.

Although not a part of the weaving art, the gilt cloth (Icamben
prada) used for theatrical performances is also important. This
is coloured silk boldly patterned with applications of pure
goldleaf (prada) glued onto the fabric with Chinese gelatine
(ant/ur) by a special process. It is curious that despite the fact
that every Balinese wears Javanese batik for everyday dress, there
is no evidence of their having adopted this popular process of
decorating cloth. I have found strange batiks in a rough hand-
woven cotton of a non-Javanese style, but I could never discover
proof that they were made in Bali.

The Balinese also excel in the art of working metals, from
the simple agricultural implements of iron, the parts of musical
instruments, and the accessories of priests (bells, incense-
burners, lamps, tripods, and so forth) cast in brass, to the extrava-
gant gold and silver platters (lelant/ang), water-bottles (Jcendih),
and vases (sangJcii and batil), the knives and scissors for cutting
betel-nut (t/afcet) of wrought iron inlaid in silver, and the rich
and elaborate rings, bracelets, ear-plugs, and flowers for the hair
in hammered and chiselled gold set with rubies and star sap-
phires.

But the most important examples of Balinese craftsmanship
are their krisses, the famous weapons of important Indonesian
men, nowadays worn only as symbols and as ornaments. An in-
herited kris that has descended in a family for generations be-
comes not only their most important heirloom, but also the
tangible part of the family deity and has come actually to be
worshipped as an ancestral god, a batara tawifan, in whom the
magic strength of the forefathers continues to live. Thus the head
of a prominent Balinese family regards his kris as an important
appendage and a symbol of himself. Today in the old villages
it is compulsory for every man to wear his kris to attend a meet-
ing; the kris must be worn at marriage and for all ceremonial
or state occasions. Whoever cannot appear in person, sends his